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UNITED STATES.—Cont 
ENVELOPES. 


(By GeorGce L, Toppan.) 


NoTre.,—The numbers in parentheses are three different values: 3, 6 and I0 cents 
the corresponding numbers of the list of en- _ there being five warieties of the 3 cents, one 
velopes prepared some years ago by Messrs. f the 6 cents and two of the Io cents. 


Tiffany, Bogert and Rechert, under the aus- The shape is a large upright oval, 28x25mm. 
pices of the National Philatelical Society. in size, with a large profile bust of Washing- 
These numbers are retained for the conven- ton after Houdon embossed upon a ground 








ience of collectors whose envelopes are ar- of solid color. Surrounding this is a band of 
ranged in accordance with that list. solid color between two colorless lines, the 
New sizes and shapes have been addedto outer of which is, in turn, surrounded by 


those formerly known and illustrated. The line of color. Upon thi 
numbers, therefore, of sizes and shapes are four sets of three col 








used inthe National Society list will not woven asto form loops and leaving a plain 
serve as a guide for the new list, and each label above and below. That above is in- 
month, in presenting instalments of the list scribed with the value ‘‘THREEF,”’ I 

of envelopes, we shall give a comparative ‘‘TEN,” that below with the word 

table indicating the previous numbers, as_ all being in ordinary colorless capitals, 
wellasthose nowemployed. Thelist of enve- DIE 1. THREE CENTS 353. Short 
lopes now published will appear at a future jabels with curved ends which 
date in book form, and then the illustrations the inser ptions. There are ten loops in 


of the shapes and sizes will be distributed 4-namentation on the left side and nine on 
with the work. Subscribers to the JOURNAL 
will not receive these illustrations as part of 
their subscription, but will be enabled to 
purchase them at a reasonable figure as soon 
as they are completed. 


the right. 

DIE 2. THREE CENTS. 1853. Short 
labels with straight ends. Eight and a half 
loops on the left and nine on the right. 

DIE3. THREECENTS. 1853. Short 
labels with straight ends having a diagonal 
line at each corner. Eight and a half loops 
Dies. on the left and nine on the right. 


They areeight in number and comprise DIE 4. THREECENTS. 1852. Up- 
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r label very long with straight ends, lower 
abel shorter and also with straight ends. 
There are seven loops on each side. 

DIEs5. THREE CENTS. 1854. Labels 
asin Die 1, but longer. There are nine 
loops on the left and eight and a half on 
the right. 

DIE 6. SIX CENTS. 1853. Similar 
to Die 2 of the three cents, with the upper 
label inscribed ‘‘s1x”’ instead of ‘‘THREE,”’ 


Die 7, TEN,CENTS. 1855. Similar 


relative position and the 
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to Dies 2 and 6, but upper label inscribed 
“oo.” 


DIE 8. TENCENTS. 1855. Similar 
to Die 4, but upper label inscribed ‘‘TEN."’ 


There are many varieties of the above dies, 
especially of Die 5, most of which are due 
to wear, not so much of the die itself, though 
that must undoubtedly be taken into con- 
sideration, as of the pad upon which the die 
strikes. 


Watermarks. 


There are four different watermarks in this issue, the variation consisting in the 
spacing of the letters ‘‘u. s.” and “P. 0. D.” 
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WATERMARK 1. 
the other. 
gram is 20°mm., below the one above. 








The monograms are set at right angles to the cross lines, one under 
Length of ‘‘ Pp. 0. D.’’ averages 55 mm.; and of *‘u. s.” 31 mm. The next mono- 
(N. P. S., A1). 
























AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 223 





WATERMARK 2. The angle is the chief point of difference between watermarks 2 
and 3, and if judged by the eye, ome may easily be mistaken for the other. Length of 
; “‘p, 0. D.” averages 46 mm., andthe cross lines 31 mm. apart. The next monogram 
usually starts with the ‘‘p” close to the corner of the ‘‘s” above, but sometimes a little 
way off. (N. P.S., A, 2.) 








i WATERMARK 3. Length of “‘p. 0. D.” averages 44 mm., and the cross lines, 31 


mm. apart. The monograms are, as a rule, a little lower down and a little further off i 
those above than in var. 2, but still the two watermarks are wonderfully alike. (N. P. S., 
A 3.) 





| WATERMARK 5. Length of “Pp, 0. D.” averages 45 mm., and the cross lines, 26 
mm. apart. This watermark is very different from the others, as the “p” of the lower mono+ 
: ram is well under, and sometimes a little to the left of the ‘‘s” of the monogram above. 
| he monograms are about 7 mm. apart. (N.P.S., A, 4.) 
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Knives. 


Six different knives were used in the man- 
ufacture of the envelopes of this issue, the 
descriptions of which tollow 

KNIFE 1, NOTE, SIZE1, Sept, 1853. 
According to the,schedules this knife should 
cut an envelc pe measuring 4 12-10 x 2 14-16 
inches, or 120x 73mm. lis flaps are all 
boldly curved, those opposite each other be- 
ing very nearly identical, asare, also, the op- 
posite sides of each flap 

KNIFE 2, FULL LETTER, SIZE 3, 
July 1853. This should make an envelope 
measuring 5 8-16 x 3 4-16 inches; 139 x 82 
mm. It is virtually a larger edition of knife 
I, having the same general and distinctive 
characteristics. 

KNIFE 3, OFFICIAL, SIZE 7, July 
1853. This should form an envelope measur- 
ing 8 10-16 x 3 14-16 inches, 221 x 98 mm. 
Like the two previous knives, its opposite 
flaps are practically identical, and it may 
be readily identified by their free, round 
curves. 

KNIFE 4, FULL LETTER, SIZE 3, 
Oct. 1855. This should form an envelope 
measuring 5 8-16 x 3 4-16 inches, 139 x 82 
mm. With the exception of the upper flap, 
which is more pointed than any so far 
mentioned, this envelope is unlike any other 
ever issued. I quote the following descrip- 
tion from the work of the National Phila- 
telical Society: ‘‘ The bottom flap is brought 
up from each corner on a diagonal line some 
38 mm,, then a double curve makes a re- 
versed, flat-ended tongue. This flap is ruled 
on the inside with three heavy parallel lines, 
and the words: ‘ Patented Nov 20, 1855’ 
across the right hand. The side flaps are 
folded outside of the bottom flap, the upper 
edges are straight diagonal lines, their ends 
broad, nearly straight lines, and their 
bottom edges are parallel about half way 
with the bottom fold, and then run down to 
the corner ina diagonal line. The shape was 
found to tear easily in the mails. It may be 
noticed that this was the original of the 
‘Patent’ or ‘Ruled’ envelopes, and was in 
use but a short time, and is the only*one 
with the work ‘Patented ’ in full across the 
right hand of the lines on the bottom flap,” 

KNIFE 5, FULL LETTER, SIZE 3. 
There seems to be some little doubt as to the 
exact date of issue of this knife, though it 
was probably some time during 1856 or 1857. 
It should form an envelope measuring 5 8- 
16 x 3 4-16 inches, 139 x 82mm., and was 
undoubtedly substituted for knife 4. The 
upper flap is round pointed, and there is a 
circular piece cut out of the point of the 
bottom one, which makes sharp corners with 
the other curves. The side flaps are very 
dissimilar, the end of the right one being 


quite rounded, while the bottom edge of the 
left flap, after coming up in a gradual cur 
from the corner for about 
parallel with, and a trifle below, the west 
of the three ruled lines t its end, en, 
turning sharply upwards, it runs diagor 
to the right for about 43 mm., where 
turns rather sharply and runs d 
to the left until it merges gradually int 
curve of its upper edge. This upper « 
and also that of the right flap, are distir 
concaved from the corners to the curve f 
their ends. 
The words ‘‘ Pat. Nov. oO 1855. 
printed across the left side of the left fla 
KNIFE 6, NOTE, SIZ! 
there seems to be a difference of 
to the exact date at which this knife was 
adopted. Messrs. Tiffany, Bogert: and 
Rechert give it as 1859, while Mr. Harrisor 
says: ‘‘Sept., 1860.” 
It should form an envelope measuring 
4 II-16 x 2 9-16 inches, 118 x 65 mm. It is 
very similar to knife 5,except that itis smaller 
and the upper flap distinctly tongued ; there 
is no circular piece cut from the point of the 
bottom flap, and the upper edges of the side 
flaps, instead of being concaved, run from 
the corners diagonally downward in almost 
a straight line for about 42 mm., and then 
curve Sharply down. The end of the right 
flap is also quite flat, or square, instead of 
rounded. It is ruled. 


Paper. 


Here, als 
pinion as 


The paper used for this issue is officially 
termed ‘‘ white” and ‘‘ buff.” The white is 
most commonly found to be ofa soft, almost 
unsurfaced texture and has a yellowish 
there is also another quality, probably the 
latest used, which is more highly finished or 
surfaced, and has more of a bluish cast. 
The buff paperis found in many sl 
varying from almost yellow to 
brown, some of it even having a reddisl 
tint. For the most part, it is soft and pras 
cally unsurfaced, though, like the white 
is also found of a harder, more crisp ar 
highly surfaced texture. This last is alm« 
invariably of the deeper, or more brownis 
shades. It is all closely laid with fine lin 
crossed at intervals of from 
mm. with heavier lines. 


Tresses, 


a le ded 


29 m to 34 


This is the only United States issue whi 
bears a tress of any kind and, even in this 
they are found only on the very earliest ex- 
amples, as, under date of July 7, 1853, the 
Government notified the contractors, Geo 
F. Nesbitt & Co., that no more envelopes 
bearing their seal would be received. 

This seal, or tress, consisted simply of a 
central circle of solid color surrounded by a 
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band, also of solid col 





ELY 








yr, between two Mr. Harrison listing ten a ther, but, as 
less lines. This colored band wa scribe tl have no speci bearing 
G. F. Nesbitt. N. Y.” in colorless capital upon the envelopes, it is 1 worth 
and the whole design was surrounded by ile to describe them letail herein. 
outer line of color [he colorless portions [hey were all in red and, as usu print- 
were embossed. ed on the point f the pper { the 
here are se arieties t s tress nv 
N N. | 
1853 to 18514 Three cents. red Four Dies Iwo Kr 
$OOI I I White I I 2 
4002 2 White 
$003 I y 2 A2 
4004 ‘ White ' 2 
4005 2 te 2 2 
4000 2 2 
4007 
4005 8 White 2 \2 
4009 )) 2 2 . 
401 4 White I 2 S 
4011 { White > A2 
4012 I 4 3 2 
1854 to 1860 Three cents, red One Die. Five Knives 
$013 White A2 
4014 14) White I I A 2-3 5 
4015 15) White 2 A2 S 
40o1' I White | A2 
4017 (17 c W hite c 3 A2 
sO18 18) ff 2 A 2-5 S 
4019 (1 : Buff 2 n 
4020 (1g : t 4 A2 
4021 (20) 7 Buff A2 S 
1853 to 1860 Six ents, green One Die. One knife 
4022 21) ¢ W 2 3 A: 5 
4023 (22) ¢ \2 
1853 to 1860 Six cents. re One Dis it Knife 
$024 (2 6 VW € = C 
4025 (24 f 7 » 
1855 ft 1860 Ten cents.creen Two Dies. On Knife. 
4026 2 White ' S 
4027 ( - Buff 2 2 cS 
4028 ( 8 White 2 A2 
4029 8 ] 2 \2 S 
S SERIE Issu 1860. 
Dies. 
: ~— ' There are many minor varieties of this die 
DIE oa. THREE CENTS, October, ore . 





est 


are | le 
Nesbitt envel pes | I 
and we copy the 


>} } 
. ae which 
1860. Head of Washington in an , 
»val of solid color surrounded by 
of color, between two colorless lir 


upright 
band, als ; 
des 


utside 





of which is a line of color. The red 
band is inscribed ‘‘ THREE CENTS” above rating the varieties is 
nd ‘‘u. s. POSTAGE” below, all in colorless Tiffany and his colle 


ing a thread, or laying 
the extreme right of 
t ” of ‘‘ THREE 


I , 
capitals, and between the inscriptions, at 
either side, is a ed out 
ox 24mm, 
> 


SiX-I star Size al 





op ** 
er I 


lished by Mr 


the 


rk on the 
Harriso 
ions herewith. 


in the wor 


We find that one of the best tests for sepa- 


t} 


that given by Mr. 
gues z., stretch- 


traight-edge, from 
top stroke of the let- 
through the extreme 


is 
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right of the queue, and we have threfore 
adopted this as one of our methods in deal- 
with the descriptions.” 


VAR. 1. In this and the succeeding six 
varieties the bottom of the queue is in a line 
with the commencement of the letter ‘‘c” of 
“POSTAGE.” The test thread passes through 
the right side of the letter ‘‘c.” 


VAR, 2. The thread passes through the 
‘*G” of ‘“‘ POSTAGE,” and the letters ‘‘s’” and 
‘*r”’ of that word are closer. 


VAR. 3. The thread passes through the 
left side of the ‘‘c” of ‘‘PoOsTAGE.” 

VAR. 4. The thread passes through the 
**G” of “POSTAGE.” ‘‘o” further from ‘‘P” 
than in Vars, 1 and 2. ‘‘s” of ‘‘POSTAGE” 
higher up. 

VAR. 5. The thread passes through the 


**POSTAGE.” ‘‘s’’ is 


“ 


left side of the ‘‘c’”’ of 
further from ‘‘o,” letters ‘‘ TAG” are nearer 
the outer frame line, and the bust is nearer 
to the inner frame. 

VAR. 6. Thread passes through the left 
side of the letter ‘‘c.” ‘‘s” and 
‘* POSTAGE” further apart, and ‘‘A” 

nearer the frame at top. 


6g” 

VAR. 7. The thread passes through the 
left side of the letter ‘‘c’’ of ‘“‘POSTAGE,’”’ the 
letter ‘“‘A” of which word has no cross stroke. 


VAR, 8. In this and the following vari- 
ety the bottom of the queue is in line with the 
space between the letters ‘‘c’ and ‘“‘E” of 
**POSTAGE.’’ The stamp in Var. 8 measures 
20 x 244% mm., whereas in all the other eight 
varieties the measurement is 20 x 24mm. 
The thread passes through the space be- 


a 
and 


tween the letters “Gc” and ‘‘k” of ‘‘posT-— 
AGE,” 
VAR. 9. Same as Var. 8; but the stamp 


measures 20 x 24mm., and theyword ‘‘Post- 
AGE” is shorter, the letters being closer to- 
gether. 

DIE 10, SIX CENTS, October 1860. 
Same as three cents except that the inscrip- 
tion at top reads: ‘‘sIX CENTS.” 

DIE 11, TEN CENTS, October 1860. 
Same as above, but inscribed ‘‘TEN CENTS.” 

DIE 12, ONE CENT, December 1860. 
Same as above, inscribed ‘‘ONE CENT” and 
containing head of Franklin instead of that 
of Washington. Period after ‘‘POSTAGE.” 


There are nine varieties of this die de- 
scribed by Mr. Harrison as follows: 


VAR. 1. For the first three varieties the 
stamp measures 20% x 24% mm. There is 
a period after the word ‘‘POSTAGE”’ and 
the bust points at the letter ‘‘c” of that 
word. In Var. 1 the space between the top 
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of the ‘‘g’’ and ‘‘c” of ‘‘ONE CENT” 


meas- 


ures4 mm. The ‘‘o” of ‘‘onE”’ is away 
from ‘‘N.” 

VAR, 2. The space between the letters 
‘‘e” and ‘‘c” measures only 3mm. ‘‘o” of 
“ONE” is close to ‘‘N.” ‘‘E” and ‘‘n” of 
“CENT” also close. 

VAR. 3. The space between ‘‘E” and 
‘‘c” measures 34% mm. ‘“o” of ‘‘oNE”’ close 
to ‘‘n.” ‘‘E” and ‘‘N” further apart. 

VAR. 4. Inthis and the next three var- 


ieties the bust points between the letters ‘‘A 
and ‘‘G” of ‘‘POSTAGE.” In Var. 4 the space 


between ‘‘o” of ‘‘ONE” and “vu” of ‘‘U. S. 
measures 744 mm., and that between ‘‘E’ 
and ‘‘c” of ‘‘ONE CENT” barely 4 mm. 


There are usually two small white dots in 
the central oval, which are in line with the 
commencement of the letter ‘‘s” of ‘‘u. s.”’ 


VAR. 5. Space between ‘‘o” and +y??” 
measures 8 mm., that between “rE” and 
‘‘c’4 mm. There is sometimes a_ spot 


under the left star, and also in the central 
oval at the back of the head. 


VAR. 6. Space between ‘‘o” and 
measures 74% mm., whichin worn  speci- 
mens is 7 mm. only. Space between ‘‘E” and 
‘‘c’ 4mm. There is usually a comma after 
the letter ‘‘s’” of ‘‘ POSTAGE,” and a dot in 
the central oval under the letter ‘‘N’”’ of ‘‘ONE”’ 
in the early printed specimens. 


“41? 


VAR. 7. Space between ‘“‘o” and ‘‘v” 
measures 8 mm. Space between ‘‘E” and 
‘*c” 3mm. 

VAR. 8. The distinguishing feature is 


that the bust points at the letter ‘‘A” of 
‘*POSTAGE,” 


VAR. 11. The bust cuts into the frame 
between the letters ‘‘a’”’ and ‘‘c” of ‘‘ POST- 
AGE,” and also touches the frame at left. 
The upper ray of the stars points outwards. 

DIE 13, ONE CENT, December, 1860 
Same as Die 12, excepting that there is n 
period after ‘‘posTaGE,” and the stamp meas- 
ures 21x25 mm, Mr. Harrison describes 
the two varieties as follows: 


VAR. 9. The bust points between the 
letters ‘A’ and ‘‘G” of ‘‘POSTAGE.” 

VAR. Io. Same as last, but the bust 
points at the letter ‘‘c’’ of ‘‘PosTAGE.”’ 

DIE 14, FOUR CENTS, December 
1860. This consists of the one cent, Die 12, 
and the three cents, Die 9, struck, each in 
its own color, side by side upon the same 
envelope. There are five combinations of 
varieties of the one cent and three cents. 


VAR. 1: I cent, Var. 4 and 3 cents, Var. 4. 
VAR. 2:1 cent, Var. 6 and 3 cents, Var. 8, 


VAR, 3: I cent, Var. 5 and 3 cents, Var. I, 
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VAR. 4: 1 cent, Var. 3 and 3 cents, Var. 8. There seems no doubt that this last variety 
VAR. 5:1 cent, Var. 11 and 3 cents,Var.8. of the 4 cents was never issued for use.” 
Watermarks. 


The watermarks employed in this issue are six in number, three of which also_appeared 
in the previous issue, New varieties are as follows: 


Lf 






Ft, 4G, 








WATERMARK 4. Length of ‘tp O D” averayes 52 mm., and the cross lines 31 mm, 
The positions vary a little, but the monogram below usually has the ‘‘p” in a line under 
the ‘‘s” of the one above, andis about 13 mm. below. This variety can be recognized 
best by the peculiar shape of the “‘o.” The inner oval of this letter touches the outer 
circle at the bottom, and the top of the ‘‘o” shows a large space between the jtwo lines, 
Not mentioned by N, P. S.) 





WATERMARK 6. Length of ‘‘p 0 D” averages 45 mm., and the cross lines 31 mm, 








228 AMERICAN JOURNAL 








apart. This watermark is the oj ite of Wm’k. 5, the positior the wer n 
being to the right of those above. The ” is usually just clear of tl ne 
just under it. Monograms furtl per es about 10 mm. above t 
(Not mentioned by N. P. S 
a f 4 
44 
f, G 
? p ff t 
PA f 4 
(pf, ; 
/ » 
Jets LA 
; i Cf Seb €> 
WATERMARK 8. Lengtho ) D” averages 47 mm., and the c ¢ 
apart. I “a is usually y clear of the , Lowe! nog t 
below ose above (N. FP. 54h 
Knives. 
E > oe Bow fi . . 
There are fifteen knives t e found i1 right flap hasa deci y 
this issue, viz: I, 2 i, 2 ee, 22 Oe slightly rounded into tl pper an 
13 to 18 inclusive. F mentioned edges, and that the upper edge rves 
have been already ill, ther lown near the point.’”* 
fore, need no further noti e here _ Several KNIFE 9, FULL LETTER 
of the others have never been described ar 1860. This should form ‘ 
will e so note ° ct A , i 
will t , ted. uring 5 5-10 x 3 4-10 11 es, 1390 x 
KNIFE 7, MEDIUM LETTER, SIZI ** Tt is readily distinguished from k: 





2 1860. This should form. an envelope 
measuring 5 6-16 x 3 1-16 incl 137 x 78 
mm. Theupper flapis rounded in a con- 
tinuous curve and has a broad round point. 
The lower one is similar, with a circular 


piece cut out ofits point. The left flap is 
long, its lower edge, r unding gradwally 


down to the corner, is ruled, and bears the 


words: ‘‘Pat. Nov. 20, 1855,”" on the left 
The right flap is shorter, has a decidedly 
round point; and the uppez 
curve in or down near this point. 

KNIFE 8, MEDIUM LETTER, SIZE 
2. 1860. ‘‘This envelope is so similar in 
size and cut that much confusion has result- 
ed in the lists where it has been confounded 
with knife It is easily distinguished, 
however, by observing tl 


edge does not 


that the loose flap 
has a small round point; that the lower edge 
of the left flap turns down abruptly (almost 
making an angle) to the corner; that the 








the upper edges of the side, wl 
and 
the upper corners to the | 
in knife 5, and also l 
end of the lower flap, which 


in knife 9, 


OF PHIL 


fy & > 





in or down 


hw the 


merely depressed a little a1 


side curves, 
circular piec 


as in knife 5. 


KNIFE 1 


in 
~P 


29k 


I, 


It is similar to 
having a much more | 
rather higher cut side flaps 


more pointed lower flap It 


KNIFE 1 
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J 


nt ont 


stead of appt 
, leavin 


FULL LET 


1861.+ This should form 
5 8-16 x 3 4-16 inches, 


knife 2, diff 


OFFICIAI 


+} 
ressi 
k 
r¢ nds 
g shar] 
TER, S 
vel 
130 x 
nc f 
ted 
al 
is not rt 
SIZE 7 
sue 


AMERICAN 


. Q 


n envelo measuring 8 14-1¢ 
x 3 10-16 in 6mm. It is not the 
No. 13 of the National Society’s list 
pronounced variation of it. The following 


is their description of knife 


**This forms 
hes, 224 x 


will will apply to this knife Che loose 
lapis of the tongued form [he points of 
the side flaps are a tis1 part. The 


upper e iges of the 
it the lower edges 


the points small and 








mcas . 15-10 it S, 240 x 99 
m. al gene! ines as 
knife 13, t h the nts he side flaps 





mm. 





reaches to within about 15 mm. of 
f the up] 
stead of turning shar wn an itwar 
round slightly into the side edges of the flay 
| hese si 1e@ eage 
more 
than it 





aps ire ne 


mm, apart; while the side edges wer 
flap form a greater ang y the side folds 
f the envelope 

NS 
N N S. N 
1860 to 1861. Three cents. red 
403! (2 ) White ¢ 
1031 e 
4032 ) ) ' e - 
4933 - ¢ Q 
$034 3 2 
4 35 34 } 
4036 
4037 4 
4035 7) 
4039 (38 Bu 
404 (39 : 
4041 (40) B c 
4042 (41) Buf r( 
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One 








OF PHILATELY, 229 


KNIFE 16, EXTRA OFFICIAI SIZI 
8 18 Very similar to knife 1 
irger, measuring I0 4-1 46-16 inche 
2 110 mn The loose flap round 
from the corners, then runs yst 
H ight line to the oint vl ¢ 
shar nd 1 led or tongued as in 
knife I t the side re 
al 2 1. apa id t ide s 
tt r he e le 
on ¢ Z npr 
KNIFE 17, I R OFFICIA SIZI 
8. 18¢ Simi 6, t argé 
nea I IOI ¢ I it 271 > 
It5 mm T} oO tt 
‘ + ; a 
of the side ; 
edges of I " P 
rey lu oO i nile tho € 
€ I irse 
FE 18, ORI 


TI t smaller, measuring > I-1¢ 
inches, 140 x 78 mm Che point « 
or ioose I ip 1s 4 1. S rter. ne sia¢ 
ips are much higher t and, being 5 mn 
longer, overlap conside more at the 
point 
.NIVES 13, 16, 17 and 18 ve not 
itherto been describe know re, 
st } ev ha ever een < 


heading of the fir 
I ible here, « I 
arce envel S 


yf hioher \ > 
gher 1iue 

é n 1 those 

vate ark. It 


Dik hleve 


o - 
A2 
N , 
7 Non 
_ N y 
g None 
Odd None 
Odd None 


s thos onder the 
ssue re e lily ap- 
us recards that of the 
| e (Nos 

' 

es t fore 

excep of som 
at er ar 

a 1 1 ererl 
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No. N.P.S. No. Die. Paper. Knife. Size. Wm'k. Gum. Remarks. 
1860 to 1861. Six cents, red. One Die. One Knife. 

4044 (43) 10 White 3 7 AS S 

4045 (44) 10 Buff 3 7 A5 S 

1860 to 1861. Ten cents, green. One Die. One Knife. 

4046 (45) II White 2 3 A3 ~ 

4047 (46) II Buff 2 3 A5 S 

1860 to 1870. One Cent, blue Two Dies. Five Knives. 

4048 (46a) 12 White 18 3 None S Var. 11,Laid I 
4049 (47) 12 Buff 2 3 A5 S 

4050 (48) 12 Buff 2 3 A2-5 

4051 (49) I2 Buff z 3 A5 S 

4052 (50) 12 Bufi 5 3 5 U 

4053 (51) 12 Buff 9 3 A5 S 

4054 (52) 12 Buff 9 3 A5 U 

4055 (53) 12 Orange 2 3 None U Wove Pa 
4056 (54) 12 Orange 5 3 None U Vov ‘ 
4057 (55) 12 Orange II 3 A8 

4058 (50) 13 Buff II 3 A4-6-8 

1860 to 1863, Four Cents, blue and red. One Die. Three Knives. 

4059 (57) 14 White 8 2 A3 S 

4060 (58) 14 White 2 3 A5 S 

4001 (59) 14 White 9 3 As S 

4062 (60) 14 Buff 8 2 As S 

4063 (61) 14 Buff 2 3 AS S 

4064 (62 14 Buff 9 3 A5 5 


Comparative List of Numbers of knives used in this catalogue and in that of tl 
National Philatelical Society. 


Our Nur rs N.P.5S 
I I 
4 } 
6 f 
) ) 

II II 
13 = 
I4 I4 
15 

16 
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NOTE ON THE SECOND ISSUE OF BELGIAN POSTAGE STfA\ 
WITH THE PORTRAIT OF KING LEOPOLD 11. 


By Jutes Bouviz. 


In a former article, on the Belgian postage stamps of the first issue with 
the portrait of King Leopold II, we showed that these stamps, which were 
produced by wood engraving, were not at all satisfactory from an artistic 
point of view and that in the printing numerous errors had been made, most 
of which have been pointed out to philatelists. Other defects, arising principal- 
ly from the method employed in the manufacture, having been recognized as 
likely to facilitate frauds and counterfeiting, caused some concern to the 
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postal administration, and it was decided to take some further steps to, set 
matters right. 

The Hon. Mr. Sainctelette, who was at this period Minister of the Railway, 
Postal and Telegraph services, appointed a commission composed of specialists 
who were to find means to bring the stamp much nearer perfection than had 
previously been the case and to prevent all frauds which might be attempted 
with postage stamps. 

Among the frauds which were perpetrated, special mention must be 
made of the washing of stamps and the effacing of cancellations by means 
of chemicals. Frauds of this kind had been observed, and, in spite of the 
instructions given on this subject by the postal administration to its staff, they 
were repeated in different parts of the country. These were pointed out to 
the judical authorities, and various judgments were rendered by the police 
courts condemning the delinquents to fines and short terms of imprisonment 
for having used postage stamps from which the marks, indicating that they 
had already been used, had been removed, 

After long and serious deliberation, the commission appointed by Mr. 
Sainctelette proposed the substitution of steel engraving for the wood en- 
graving which had been used since 1870, and recommended certain measures 
for the prevention of fraud. On these recommendations, the Minister re- 
quested his administration, about 1881, to address itself to an English firm 
which had made a specialty of this class of work, for the engraving on steel 
of the dies required for a whole series of postage stamps with portrait. On 
June 1st, 1882, the engravings on steel were delivered which were to serve to 
make up the plates of stamps of the second type with the portrait of King 
Leopold II. 

These stamps appeared in consequence of the royal and ministerial 
orders reproduced here : 

“ Leopold II, King of the Belgians. 

“To all present and to come, greeting. 

“ Considering Art. 40 of the law of May 3oth, 1879, authorizing the 
government to issue postage stamps, 

“Considering our order of November 13th, 1869, which created the type 
of postage stamps now in use; 

“On the proposal of our Minister of Public Works, 

“We have ordered and do order; 

“Art. 1. A new type of postage stamp with our portrait is created for 
the values of 10 centimes and over. 

“Art. 2. The values and colors of the postage stamps of this type, as 
well as the date of their issue, will be decided on by our Minister of Public 
Works. 

“Art. 3. The present postage stamps of 10 centimes and over will con- 
tinue to be used until the existing supply is exhausted 

“ Our Minister of Public Works is charged with the execution of the 
present order. 

“Given at Brussels, August 29th, 1883 
** LEopo! 
“By the King. 
“The Minister of Public Works. 
“X. Oxrn.” 

“The Minister of Public Works, 

“‘ Considering the royal order of August 29th, 1883, relating to the crea 
tion of a new type of postage stamps of the value of 10 centimes and over, 
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“ Considering the royal order of November 13th, 1869, which particu- 
larly authorized the Minister of Public Works to decide on the colors of the 
present postage stamps, 

“* Orders 

‘““ Arti, The values and colors of the new postage stamps are deter- 
mined as follows : 


10 centimes, carmine, 50 centimes, violet, 
20 centimes, bluish gray, 1 franc, lilac 
25 centimes, blue, 2 francs, brown 
“Art. 2. The following colors are adopted for the subsequent manu- 


facture of the present postage stamps below the value of 10 centimes 


1 centime, olive green, 
2 centimes, yellow, 
5 centimes, green. 
“Art. 3. The date of issue of the new or modified postage .stamps 
mentioned above is fixed for January 1st next. 
“The present postage stamps will continue to be sold concurrently with 
the above mentioned stamps until the quantities in stock have been exhausted. 


Brussels, August 29th, 1883. 


At the time these two orders appeared, new frauds were discovered in 
the use of postage stamps. The administration therefore gave strict in- 
junctions to its staff to completely cover the label with the impression of the 
date stamp, taking care not to make use of a single impression to cancel two 
adjacent stamps. Reiteration was made, moreover, of the penalties laid 
down in articles 188 and 189 of the Belgian penal code for the counterfeit- 
ing and fraudulent re-employment of postal values, and it was decided to 
advance the date of issue of the stamps of the new type. 

These instructions were followed by a new ministerial order, thus : 

“The Minister of Public Works, 

“ Considering our order of August 2gth last, made in execution of Royal 
Order of the same date, providing for the creation of new postage stamps ; 

“ Orders ; 

“ Contrary to our order aforesaid, the new stamps of 10 and 20 centimes 
will be issued on October 2oth instant, and those of the 25 and 50 centimes 
on November rst next. 

“ Brussels, October 3rd, 1883. 

“x. OLIM” 


This last order was followé€, on October 12th, 1883, by administrative 
instructions, giving notice that the first distribution of the new postage stamps 
of 10, 20, 25 and 50 centimes would be made, at first to the most important 
offices, and in proportion to the quantities manufactured. The subsequent 
supplies were composed in part of old stamps, until the quantities remaining 
in stock were exhausted, and it was recommended to use the latter in pre- 
ference to the others, so that they might be got rid of the sooner. It was, 
moreover, recommanded not to deliver the new stamps to the public unless 
they were asked for, and to see to it that no mistake arose on account of the 
simultaneous use of stamps of the same color but of different values. 

As may be seen by the four specimens reproduced below, even though 
the stamps of the second issue were perfect in their execution, they pre- 


= 





sented a portrait which bore but a slight resemblance to his Majesty Leopold 
II. As soon as these four values were issued, numerous criticisms appeared 
on this account, and the postal administration, recognizing the justice of the 
criticism, immediately took steps to remedy the defect. Orders were given 
at the factory to discontinue the manufacture of the new 
months later the following order appeared: 

‘The Minister of Public Works, 

“ Considering our order of August 29th last, made in execution of the 
Royal Order of the same date, providing for the creation of new postage 
stamps, 

“ Orders : 

‘Contrary to article 3 of our above mentioned order, the new postage 
stamps of 1 and afr. will be issued at a date to be determined on later, 

“ Brussels, December 31st, 1883. 


\ alues, and three 


“xX Our,” 

As will be seen, the rfr, and 2fr. postage stamps were not issued. At 
the factory a certain number of trial sheets, however, had been printed, but 
these were destroyed a short time after the appearance of the order of 
December 31st, 1883. 

As to the stamps of 10, 20, 25 and 50 centimes, the manufacture of 
which also ceased on December 31st, 1883, the” quantities issued were em- 
ployed until they were completely exhausted. 

There were delivered to the offices from October 20th, 1883, to April 
mst, 1884: 


1o centimes: 30,000 sheets, or 9,000,000 stamps ; 
20 1,000 4: ™ 300,000 16 

25 5,000 = ** 1,500,00 ™ 

50 " 400 46 120,000 


These four values, perforated 14, having had an existence of only six 
seven months, are pretty well sought after to-day. The entire supply having 
been made, so to speak, at one and the same time, these stamps show only 
one shade for each value. Moreover, no error in the impression } 


OI 


1as_ been 
discovered ; it is clear, as is always the case with dies engraved on steel 
The only thing which has been discovered is the absence of perforation on 
three horizontal rows of a certain number of sheets of the 2oc, blue, making 
an entire lack of perforation in 15 stamps on each sheet. There should exist, 
therefore, below the horizontal line forming the base of the frame of the said 
stamps a white space 2 mm. wide not perforated. This detail is of great 
importance, for any stamp having the white imperforate space at the base 
less than this width must be considered as a faked stamp. 

Without being able to determine the number of sheets in which these 
errors occurred, it is safe to say that they are very rare. They may still be 
discovered at the present time on stamps pasted on drafts as late as Septem- 
ber, 1884, to represent the charge for collection, 

With the exception of the points mentioned, the stamps described in this 
article present no special features. 
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THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES. 
By JOHN N. Lurr, 





(Copyrighted. All rights reserved.) 
(Continued from page 189.) 
IssuE OF 1879. 


On February 4th, 1879, the Continental Bank Note Co. was consolidated 
with the American Bank Note Co., under the name of the latter. The con- 
tracts of the former company were assumed by the new organization. Sub- 
sequent contracts were also secured by the American Bank Note Co., who 
continued to supply the stamps required by the Post Office Department until 
January rst, 1894. 

As has been previously stated, the Continental Bank Note Co. began, 
about the end of 1878 or beginning of 1879, to use a soft porous paper for 
their stamps. The American Bank Note Co. continued to use paper of this 
quality, as it was found to give the best results, especially when steam presses 
were used. The new company also made use of the plates of its predecessor, 
as well as the plates of the National Bank Note Co. for the thirty and ninety 
cents values and probably some plates of the ten cents made by the latter 
company. It is certain that there exist ten cent stamps which are undoubt- 
edly the work of the American Bank Note Co., and are without the secret 
mark. It is claimed by some writers that these are from the Continental 
Bank Note Co’s plates from which the secret mark has worn away. In sup- 
port of this statement pairs and blocks are reported, on which the mark shows 
with varying degrees of indistinctness and is sometimes almost invisible. It 
is possible that this claim is correct. But there are certain other points about 
the stamps which are peculiar to the plates of the National Bank Note Co. 
and which lead the author to believe they are from those plates. The 
question can only be settled by finding the stamps with marginal imprint or 
plate number or by examination of the records of the contractors. It is to 
be regretted that there is no present prospect that the latter privilege will be 
granted. 

The gum used by the American Bank Note Co. was generally yellowish 
but occasionally it was quite brown andin their later printings was some- 
times almost white. 

The stamps are found in the following shades : 


Perforated 12. 


1879 1 cent pale bright blue, bright blue, deep bright blue, sky 
blue, blue, dark blue, gray-blue, dull blue, dark dull 
blue, dark ultramarine 

2 cents vermilion, scarlet-vermilion, orange-vermilion, 
orange 

3 cents pale bright green, yellow-green, dull green, deep 
dull green, gray-green, dark green, myrtle green 

5 cents blue, dark blue, indigo 

6 cents pale dull rose, dull rose, brown-rose 

1o cents (National plate) yellow-brown 

10 cents pale yellow-brown, yellow-brown, orange-brown, 
red-brown, gray-brown, brown, dark brown, black- 
brown 
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15 cents pale orange-yellow, orange-yellow, orange, red- 
orange, orange-red, pale red. 

30 cents (National plate) gray-black, greenish-black 

30 cents full black, jet black 

go cents (National plate) dull carmine-rose, carmine-rose, 
rose-carmine 


Except when otherwise stated these stamps were printed from the plates 
of the Continental Bank Note Co. or from plates made from the dies of that 
company. The following plates of the Continental Co. are known to have 
been used by the American Co. 


rcent No. 3o1 

2cents No. 296, 297 

3 cents No. 292, 309, 310 
15 cents No. 31 


The following were probably used: 


5 cents No. 306 
6 cents No. 304, 305 
1o cents No. 302, 303 


In addition to these it is reasonable to suppose that many other plates 
of the lower values were used. 


In the course of time new plates were made as required. They bore 
the imprint “AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY,” in heavy faced, shaded 
capitals, without frame or other surroundings. The imprints and plate 
numbers occupied the same positions as on the plates of the previous con- 
tractors. The numbers were all in small itali¢ numerals. The plates con- 
tained two hundred stamps each and the impressions were divided vertically 
into sheets of one hundred stamps, as in the preceding issues. 


The numbers of these plates were as follows: 


rcent No. 319, 320, 327, 328, 336, 337, 344, 353) 354 
355» 356 

2cents No. 338, 339, 391, 392, 393, 394, 412, 413 

3. cents No. 311, 312, 321, 322, 323, 324, 329, 33°, 334, 
335, 349% 341, 341A, 342, 343, 345, 346, 
347» 348, 349, 350 350A, 351, 352, 357, 358 

5 cents No. 325, 326, 379, 380 

to cents No, 377, 378 


IsSUE OF 1881-82. 


Either because the dies had become worn from long use or because it 
was thought desirable to deepen the lines of the designs, that the wiping of 
the plates might be made easier and heavier impressions produced, the dies 
of the one, three, six and ten cents stamps were re-engraved. This re-engrav- 
ing did not improve the appearance ofthe stamps. Their delicacy and clear- 
ness were destroyed and the impressions from the re-cut designs are heavy, 
blurred and uneven. The re-engraved stamps may be distinguished by the 
following peculiarities ; 
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One Cent. The vertical lines of the background have been mi 
deepened in the upper part of the stamp, so that in many impressior 
background appears to be solid. Lines of shading have been added i1 


the arabesques in the uppercorners. The fine shadings outside th € 

and at the ends of the upper label have been nearly obliterated | the 
cutting. Mr. Tiffany describes three varieties of this stamp, distinguished 
principally by the condition of the oval below the bust, as showing eit 

light spot, a shadow or a background of uniform solidity. These \ 

are not in any way due to differences in engraving but to the amount 

on the plate and perhaps, in some small degree, to the condition of tl 


as regards wear. 


THREE CENTS. Vertical lines have been added to the background 
the medallion, but they can only be seen on proofs or very clearly printed 
copies. The vertical lines of the shield have been deepened, making tl 
shadows of the medallion appear by contrast only about one half a le as 
before. At the bottom the horizontal lines of the bac kgroun d have been 
deepened, thus obliterating the fine vertical shadings below the ends of the 
ribbon bearing the value. About 1 mm. below the “ts” of “cents” a short 
horizontal dash has been cut. 





Six Cents. The horizontal lines of the panel have been recut, obscur- 
ing the shadings of the edges and of the oval and giving it a uniformly solid 
appearance, The vertical lines of the background have also been recut. 
There are now only three of these lines at each side of the panel, where 
formerly there were four. 


Ten Cents. The linesof the medallion, the shield andthe backgroun< 
have all been recut. In the medallion the diagonal hatching lines have dis- 
appeared. At the left side there were formerly five vertical lines between 
the medallion and the edge of the shield. There are now but four. The 
five vertical shadings below the ribbon bearing the value are nearly oblitera- 
ted by the deepened horizontal lines of the background. The re-engraved 
die was made from a transfer of the old National die and so has not tl 
secret mark. 

Mr. Tiffany says the re-engraved stamps began to appear in November: 
1882. This date is much too late for at least three values. The PAi/ate/i 
Record reported the one cent in March 1882, the ten cents in June and t 
six cents in November of that year. The change in the three cents w 


made earlier than in any of the otherj values but does not appear to 
have attracted the attention of any of the philatelic journals. It is stated 
on excellent authority that the three cents was recut in June rg 81, the on 
cent in July 1881, the ten cent$ in March 1882 and the six cents in May 

that year, and that stamps from the new plates were issued to the publi 


about one month later than the date named in each instance. 

The paper, gum, size of plates and location of the inscriptions and pl 
numbers are the same as in the issue of 1879. This remark will apply t 
subsequent issues by the American Bank Note Co. unless especially stated 
otherwise. 


Perforated 12 


Aug. 1881. 1 cent dull ultramarine, ultramarine, bright ultramarine, 
gray-blue, slate-blue, dull blue, chalky blue 
July 1881 3 cents yellow-green, gray-green, blue-green 


June 1882 6 cents brown-rose, dull rose, claret, deep claret, Indian 
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red 
April 1882 10 cents pale yellow-brown, yellow 
red-brown, olive. brown, brown, violet-brown, black- 


brow rar -| 


brown 


The following plates were used for this issue 
| 


1 cent No. 359, 360, 361, 362, 363, 364, 387, 388, 380, 
390, 401, 402, 406, 407, 422, 4 $24, 425, 
si 
tid 

> nt N 27Ac. 266. 267. 268 26 > >* > —_ 

3 CC! NO. 365, 306, 367, 305, 3¢ 37! 3725 3735 
— ~~ 2“ x + > + + > ‘ »~ of 
374, 375> 37 [, 3 » 3°93, 3°4 305 300 
395, 399, 397, 395, 405, 409, 410, 4II, 414 


ro cents No. 403, 403A, 404, 404 Bo, 4 
Beginning in 1885, the plates of the American Bank Note Co, bear 
serial letter as well as a number ‘T here are usually five | lates to eac etter 
This change was occasioned by the use of a steam press which accommodated 
five plates at atime. The object of the letters was that the five companion 


plates might always be used together and even impressions secured, which 
obviously would not be the result if plates in different stages of wear were 


used together, A letter was usually assigned to the first plate made of any 
value, even when only one plate was made, since more might be needed later 
rT ba ' , 7 . " . 
Under this system the following plates were provided for the issue of 


1881-’82. 


1cent No.C. 497, 49 499, 500, 501 
D. 502, 503, 504, 505, 506 
I. 527, 528, 529, 530, 53! 


ISSUE OF APRIL IOTH, 1882 


The five cent stamp with the portrait of General Taylor had never given 
satisfaction. The full faced portrait was too large for its surroundings and 
also not in accord with the profile busts onthe other values. After the death 
of President Garfield it was decided to place his portrait on the five cent 
stamp. The original intention was to print the stamp in black, the col 
of mourning, as was done with the fifteen cents of the 1866 issue, after tl 
death of President Lincoln, but the color finally adopted was dark brow: 
The official description of the stamp is as follows : 

Five Cents (Garfield). On a rectangular-lined tablet, the greater por- 
tion of which is raised in the shape of a shield, is an elliptic: 
bearing the portrait of President Garfield, The medallion is bordered by 


line of small white beads, the legend, “vu. s. POSTAGE,”’ being at the bottom 
of the stamp in small black block letters. ‘The words “rive” and “ cents’ 
are above the legend and partly on the lower edge of the tablet, divided by a 
large five-pointed star, upon which is the white-faced figure “5” upor 
black ground. The star is outlined with white, and the denomination word 
are each on lines curved downward at the ends. Size 20x25% mm 

For several years the catalogues have listed two varieties of this stamp, 
the first having the background of the medallion composed of horizontal lines 
crossed by fine diagonal lines, and the second showing the horizontal lines 
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oniy. While well aware that there was but one die for this value, the author 
was, at one time, led to accept the two varieties, on the theory that they rep- 
resented plates made from two transfers, one of which was not sufficiently 
deep to bring out the finer lines. It is now understood that the plates are all 
alike and all have the fine lines. When the diagonal lines are missing on 
stamp itis merely because the ink has been removed from them by too much 
pressure in wiping the plate and by the operation being performed lengthwis« 
of the lines instead of across them. It is probable also that wearing of the 
plate affects the appearance of the lines. 

It was intended to issue this stamp to the public on March rst, 1882 
The first delivery to the Post Office Department was made on Feb. 7th, 1882 
A few of the stamps were obtained by favor and used on the 14th of that 
month. They were also reported in the European philatelic journals it 
March of that year, but according to the report of the Postmaster General and 
the daily newspapers they were not put on sale until April roth, 1882. 

Perforated 12. 
April roth, 1882 5 cents yellow-brown, bistre-brown, Van Dyke brown, 
black-brown, gray-brown, gray 
The plates for this issue were numbered as follows : 
5 cents No. 399, 400, 455, 459 
K. 537: 538, 539, 549, 541 

Issue OF OcT. 1ST, 1883. 


An act of Congress, approved Mch. 3rd, 1883, provided as follows : 


‘Upon all matter of the first class (as defined by chapter 180 of the laws of Congres 
approved March 3rd, 1879, entitled An Act, etc.) postage shall be arged ‘ 
the first day of October, A. D., 1883, at the rate of two cents for each half ounce or fract 
thereof, and all acts so far as they fix a different rate of postage than hereir 
said first class matter, are to that extent hereby repealed.” 

‘ » od M4 . ~~? h > . 7 } > P . - te , a > ] 1n+¢ ] 

Concerning this change the report of the Postmaster General, date: 
Nov. 8th, 1883, says: 

‘*Soon after the passage of the Act of March 3rd, 1883, preparations were begun to « 
the new law into effect. The change left the 3-cent denomination of postage stamp 
utility, it no longer representing the single rate of postage on any classof matter, and it was 


determined to discontinue its issué As the public would undoubtly have regarded wit} 
disfavor the dropping of Washington from portraits forming the distinguishir g feature 
the series of postage stamps, it was deceided to replace the old 2-cent stamp by a 
bearing the profile of the first President, thus restoring it to its old place on the stamp in most 
general use. It was also decided toIssue a new stamp of the value of four cents, a denomi- 
nation not previously in use, and designed to cover two rates of letter postage. T1 

trait of Jackson, formerly on the 2-cent stamp, was transferred to this new (4-cent) stamr 


new one 


The official description of these two stamps is as follows 


Two Cents. A plain tablet ; above the oval surrounding the head are 
the words ‘‘ UNITED STATES POSTAGE” and underneath the tablet are the 
words “ Two cEenTs.” It may be added that the tablet is shapad like the 
shield on the 3 cent stamp of this series and that the figure “2” separates 
the words “two” and “ cents,” which form a straight line, resting partly 
on the point of the tablet and partly on the darkly shaded ground below. 
This is the first stamp of the series with the legend unabbieviated. The 
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medallion is elliptical, and bears the profile bust of Washington. Size 
20x 25% mm. 

Four Cents. The tablet is rectangular and beveled, covering the 
entire stamp, the lower half in solid color. The legend, like that on the 2 
cent stamp of even date, is in the unabbreviated form, “ UNITED STATES POST- 
AGE,” following the upper line of an elliptical medallion, bearing the profile 
bust of Andrew Jackson, and is in small white capitals. In each lower corner 
is a large white figure “ 4." Below these and in an unbroken straight line 
are the words “ FOUR CENTS,” in small white capitals with a very small star 
at the right and left and immediately under the figure 4. Size 20x 25% mm, 

It has been claimed that there are two varieties of the two cent stamps, 
distinguishable by the presence or absence of a shadow below the shield, 
but these differences are entirely due to the amount of ink applied and to 
the condition of the plates. 

According the report of the Postmaster General the stamps were issued 
on October ist, 1883. 


Perforated 12. 


Oct. rst, 1883. 2 cents orange-brown, red-brown, copper-brown, metallic 
red, Indian red 
4 cents deep green, blue-green, dark blue-green 
The following plates were made for these stamps : 

2cents No. 430, 431, 432, 433, 434, 435, 436, 437, 438, 
439, 440, 441, 442, 443, 444, 445, 446, 447, 
448, 449, 450, 451, 452, 453, 454, 455, 458, 
459, 460, 461, 462, 463, 465, 466, 467, 468 


469, 479,471, 472, 473, 474, 476, 477, 478, 
479 

A. 483, 484, 485, 486, 487 
B. 490, 491, 492, 493, 494 
E. 507, 508, 509, 510, 517 
F. 512, 513, 514, 515, 516 
G. 517, 515, 519, 520, 521 
H. 522, 523, 524, 525, 526 
J. 532, 533) 534) 535» 536 
N. 553» 554) 555» 559, 557 
O. 558, 559, 560, 561, 562 
P. 563, 504, 565, 566, 567 
Q. 568, 569, 570, 571, 572 
U. 588, 589, 599, 591, 592 
V. 593» 594, 595, 596, 597 

4cents No. 456, 457 
L. 542, 543, 544, 545, 546 


The report of the Third Assistant Postmaster General, dated Nov. 5th, 
1887, says: 


‘Upon the change in the rate of postage on first class matter, from 3 to 2 cents a half 
ounce on the 1st of October, 1883, large quantities of 3 and 6 cent stamps 
envelopes were left in the hands of postmasters and of the public. As those in the | 





the public could not be used, except at a loss, under the new rate, it was thought to be just 
that the Department should redeem them by giving the 2 cent denomination of stamps and 
envelopes for them. Orders to this effect were accordingly given to postmasters, December 
12, 1883; but at the same time, they were forbidden to send tou the Department the stamps 
and envelopes thus redeemed, The result was a large and very genera: accumulation of un- 
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salable stock in post offices, over one-third probably of ail the post offices ir 
4 r 





€ nt 
having more or less of it. On January 1, 1886, it was determined to relieve postmaste 
of this accumulation of valueless material ; but as the volume of it was so great that it cou 
not be conviently handled if called in at once, circulars were sent monthly t imited 
ber of postmasters, directing them to return to the Department whatever amount they mig 
have on hand. As fast as the stock was received under these notices it was counted ar 
destroyed, the proper credits for it being giver simasters in their accounts 
By February, 1887, this unsalable stock had become so greatly red pe 
asters were instructed to return at on< h of it as they might still ha n | 
Mr. Tiffany says the face value of the stamps and envel destroy 


sé } { } + 1 + + 2 > 
soon reached the comfortable little suin of $731,503.61 





The contract for the manufacture of postage stamps for 
beginning July rst, 1885, was awarded to the American Bat 
This contract provided that all ordinary postage stamps were 
on steam presses. The custom of specifying it the paper 
t the s mple ittached to the contract was lso changed I 
paper, made according rn 14, was required. 


By Act of Congress, approved March 3oth, 188s, the rate « 
first-class matter was further modified. The Act provided 


That upon all ma the st class, as defined by Chapt 
Congress, approved March 31 1879, entitle An Act, et al y that 
subject to postage at the rate of three cents for each half ounce or fra 
reduced by Act of March 31 883, to two cents for each half ounce or fr 
postage shall be charged, on and after the first day of July, 1885, at the e of 
each ounce or fraction thereof nd drop letters shall be mailed at the rate of 
ounce or fraction thereof, incl ng delivery at letter carrier offices, a1 
ounce or fraction thereof where e delivery by carriers is not est 


ISSUE OF JUNE 15TH, 1887 


A one cent stamp of a new design was issued on June 15th, 185 


officially described as follows 

ONE CENT. A profile bust of Benjamin Franklin upon 
shaded background, the lower 
pearls, and the upper portion with a curved panel, containing, i 
letters, the words “UNITED STATES POSTAGE.” The whole is 
line upon a shield-shaped tablet with a truncated pyramidal base, 
it the words “‘onNE CENYT”’ on either side of the figure “1... Si 
Perforated 12. 


June rsth, 1887 1 cent dull ultramarine, ultramarine, | 


Variety 
1 cent dull ultramarine. Imperforate. 


Che plates used for this issue are numbered: 


1 


1cent No. R. 573, 574. 575,579, 5 
S: §78, §79, 5 
T. 583, 584, 585, 586, 587 
F.F. 644, 645, 646, 647, 648 
G.G. 649, 650, 651, 652, 653 
J |. 664, 665, 666, 667, 668 
P.P. 694, 695, 696, 697, 698 
l 


. 39 
.U. 729, 720, 721, 722, 723 


Ji 





portion of the oval disk being border: 


N 
wn 
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IsSUES OF 1887-88. 


By an official circular, dated August 15th, 1887, the wing changes 
were announced 

On or about the 12th of September, 1887, the following changes in the les of post- 
age Stamps will be made 

The color the 2-cent stamp will be green, instead of the present color, me re 

Che color of the 3-cent mp (issues of which are still made to some of e lar post 

es) W e€ vermillion instead ol green, 

In addition to the above the circular announced cl in ge the designs 
yf certain of the stamped envelopes and in their colors ; the four cents wa: 
to be printed in carmine, the five cents in blue, the thirty cents in brown 
und the ninety cents in purple. The stamps and envelopes wer ued 
in the new colors ind. dur 9 the next ye: a the fi ur, five, thirty d ninety 
cents adhesives appeared in colors corresponding to tl idopted for th 
envelopes of the same value The philatelic journals chronicled t thirty 
cents in February, 1888, the five and ninety cents in March and t four 
cents in December, of that year. On the subject of these last char the 
report of the Postmaster General for 1888 and tl Postal Guide are 
silent and the customary announcement by official circular of the contem- 
plated change appears to have been omitted. 

Perforated 12 
Sept. r2th, 1877 cents pale bright green, bright green, d green, y« w- 
green 

a ™ 3 cents pale red, scarlet 
Dec. 1888 1 cents rose-carmine, Carmi! 

Mch, 1888 5 cents dark blue, indigo 
Feb. 1888 30 cents brown-orange, orange-brown, deep orange-brown 
Mch. 1888 go cents purple, bright purple 
Variettes : 
2 cents deep green. Imperforate 
5 cents indigo. Pale pink paper 
30 cents orange-brown. Imperforate 


rhe imperforate thirty cent stamps are from plate No. 405 

The only copy of the five cent stamps on colored paper which has been 
seen by the author was shown him by Mr. F. O. Conant. It had full original 
gum and presented a generally satisfactory appearance. Concerning it, Mr. 
Conant writes : 

“The five cents blue, Garfield, on pink paper, is one of a lot of ten or 
fifteen, purchased at the Portland, Me. post office in 1889, by one of the local 
collectors. The paper appears to be too evenly colored to be the result of 
accident. Among the lot was a pair with the top margin. Thecolor showed 
evenly on the margin, as on the stamps.” 

In printing these stamps the following plates were used 


2cents No. N. 553, 554, 5 
O. 555, 55% 5 
P. 563, 564, 5 


Q. 568, 569, 570, 571, $72 
U. 588, 589, 590, 591, 592 
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3 cents 
4 cents 
5 cents 
30 cents 
go cents 


No. 
No. 


No. 


No. 
No 
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V. 593» 594, 595, 596, 597 

W. 598, 599, 600, 601, 602 

X. 603, 604, 605, 606, 607 

Y. 608, 609, 610, 611, 612, 613 
Z 614, 615, 616, 617, 618 

A. A. 619, 620, 621, 622, 623 
B. B. 624, 625, @6, 627, 628 


C. C. 629, 630, 631, 632, 633 
D. D. 634, 635, 636, 637, 638 
E. E. 639, 640, 641, 642, 643 
H. H. 654, 655, 656, 657, 658 
I. I. 659, 660, 661, 662, 663 
K. K. 669, 670, 671, 672, 673 
L. L. 674, 675, 676, 677, 678 
M. M. 679, 680, 681, 682, 683 
N. N. 684, 685. 686, 687, 688 
O. O. 689, 690, 691, 692, 693 
Q. Q. 699, 700, 701, 702, 703 
R. R. 704, 705, 706, 707, 708 
S. S. 709, 710, 711, 712, 713 
T. T. 714, 715, 716, 717, 718 
421 

L. 542, 543 544 545, 546 

K. 537, 538, 539, 549 541 
495 

. 23 (National Bank Note Co.) 





It is possible that a few other and earlier plates may have been used for 
the two, four and five cents stamps. 


Plate 613 of the two cents was added to serial letter Y to replace plate 


611 which was broken. 


The reports of the Postmaster-General make no distinction between 


stamps of the same value but of different issues. 


The following statistics of 


quantities delivered to deputy postmasters are, therefore, presented with the 
regret that they are not in more satisfactory shape for the purposes 


philatelists. 


Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1880. 


Sept. 30, 1879. 


QUARTER ENDING. 


Dec. 31 9 


P879. March 31, 1880. June 30, 188 
1 cent 42,968,000 54,511,200 66,025,900 62,944,700 
2 cents » 16,289,750 18,865,550 23,080,900 18,349,500 
3 cents 128,951,300 129,452,900 148,615,700 134,583,700 
5 cents 2,606,180 3,021,100 3,847,340 3,297,160 
6 cents 1,496,150 1,329,200 1,850,000 1,689,350 
1o cents 2,209,580 2,266,220 3,194,350 2,679,78¢ 
15 cents 266,120 243,140 307,440 298,420 
30 cents 84,640 95,280 134,010 101,620 
go cents 7;700 7,080 5,620 51390 


Whole number of stamps 875,681,970. 


[ 
226,449,800 
76,585,700 
541,603,600 
12,771,780 
6,364,700 
10,349,939 
1,115,120 
415,550 
25,799 


Value $22,414,928.00. 
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Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1881. 


QUARTER ENDING. 
Sey o, 188 D 31, 1880. M 881. J 30, 1881, 
cent 5 73793,200 68,475,600 77,:951,00¢ 61,097,300 265,307,100 
cents 17,166,450 20,455,250 25,918,400 23,111,950 86,652,050 
cents 132,174,800 142,142,100 151,953,500 141,143,400 567,413,800 
cents 3,182,800 3,799,220 3,944,540 3,923,120 14,849,680 
cents 1,226,20¢ »768,95¢ 1,698,25¢ 1,711,600 6,405,000 
cents 2,514,310 2,932,810 3,553,020 2,988,74 11,989,48 
cents 213,140 235,240 424,02Cc 214,180 1,086,58¢ 
cents 62,09¢ 118,440 121,840 )5,800 398,170 
cents 3,900 6,050 6,050 10,590 26,59°¢ 
Whole number of stamps 954,128,450 Value $24,040,627 
Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1882 
QUARTER ENDIN 
Sey Ry M me 
cent 55,349,000 69,592,200 77,380, ¢ 83,934,700 
cents 23,499,400 26,407,400 27,578,800 106,346,800 
cents 161,825,800 166,676,000 168,609,90 680,463,700 
cents 4,030,440 1,522,120 5»531,200 19,277,28 
cents 1,923,700 1,922,750 2,01 3,70C¢ 7,968,450 
cents 2,055,210 3,554,290 3,070,050 14,541,690 
cents 324,000 326,560 299,460 1,487,340 
cents 90,280 142,290 123,920 510,400 
cents 7:79° 10,050 5,90c 29,970 


Whole number of sta 


Stamps issued during the fi 


Q rER EN 
S RS TSS2 M 188 
cent 69,662,500 84,371,300 94,134,200 
cents 24,177,300 32,501,100 32,435,000 
cents 167,930,400 174,138,800 182,868,500 
cents 5,226,760 5,733,460 6,233,340 
cents 1,941,30C 2,519,050 2,404,700 
cents 3,276,840 3,005,370 1,538,500 
cents 401,280 329,160 479,400 
cents 112,77 116,240 138,280 
cents 9,150 5,130 6,26 
Whole number of stamps 1,202,743 ,80c 
Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending J 
QUARTER ENDIN« 
Sept. 30 SSa D 883. M S84 
cent 84,582,100 96,221,900 102,338,100 
cents 157,598,100 238,918,900 278,928,200 
cents 95,461,000 5,000 25,200 
cents 1,541,200 5,244,200 4,800,500 








y 3 t 1552 
86,031,00 334,199,00 
30,777,650 119,891,050 
~ 4 ? > ~ : 
174,862,100 699,799,80c 
5,535,560 
1,885,450 
3,599,45¢ 
289,260 
» 620 
354! 
€ $30,307,179.¢ 
une 30th, 1884 
93,514,700 376,956,500 
251,623,900 927,069,100 
34,900 95,526,100 
4,558,050 16,143,959 
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5 cents 5,197,080 6,111,000 7:572,580 352740 25,514,400 

6 cents 898,050 ww oe eee 40,000 53:750 991,800 

10 cents 3,498,540 3,712,420 4,885,750 3,916,370 16,013,080 / 
15 cents 282,340 265.260 377,860 166,740 1,092,200 

30 cents 75,600 110,910 150,930 96,460 433,900 

go cents 7,250 6,220 7,740 5:920 27,130 


Whole number of stamps 1,459,768,460. Value $29,077,444.00. 
Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 3oth, 1885. 


QUARTER ENDING. 











Sept. 30, 1884. Dec. 31, 1884. March 31, 1885. June 30, 1885, Total 
1 cent 80,576,800 90,425,900 97,158,000 96,403,200 364,563,900. 
2 cents 244,084,350 247,443,400 279,510,900 266,120,800 1,037,159,450 
S$ COMtS lw cases ee 200,000 66,000 153,000 419,000 
4 cents 3,913,100 4,282,750 4,718,525 4,289,900 17,204,275 
5 cents 6,391,360 6,716,700 7:756,340 6.958,940 27,823,340 
6 cents ere asta 40,000 14,000 54,000 
1o cents 3,388, 460 4,090,170 4,761,940 4,057,520 16,297,790 
15 cents 255,540 344,480 302,900 273,940 1,176,860 
30 cents 89,160 71,860 150,010 93,2! 404,2 10 
go cents 5,870 3,860 4,910 5440 20,080 
Whole number of stomps 1,465,122,935. Value $28,429,628.0c 
Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1886. 
QUARTER ENDING. 
Sept. 30, 1885. Dec. 31, 1885. March 31, 1886, June 30, 1886, Total 
1 cent 78,335,600 100,412,900 117,394,800 114,386,800 410,530,100 
2 cents 247,262,600 285,245,400 303,255,800 312,142,600 1,147,906,400 
3 cents 200,000 155,500 319,600 201,200 876,300 
4 cents 2,257,300 3,563,850 3,008,150 3,248,550 12,077,850 
5 cents 5,999,860 7,259,800 8,652,680 7,875,080 29,787,420 
6 cents 55,000 50,700 2,100 50,500 158,300 
10 cents 3,594,110 4,662,610 5,012,440 4,558,010 17,827,170 
15 cents 258,600 348,500 323,940 267,520 1,198,560 
3° cents 64,950 135,450 126,400 75,930 402,730 
go cents 3,410 7:770° 3,500 4.590 19,27¢ 
Whole number of stamps 1,620,784,100. Value $31,172,364.00. 
Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 3oth, 1887. 
QUARTER ENDING. 
Sept. 30, 1886. Dec. 31, 1886. March 31, 1887. June 30, 1887. I 
1 cent 80,669,900 117,101,800 124,744,900 109,769,700 432,286,300 
2 cents 249,142,600 351,213,400 326,290,200 319,516,150 1,246,162,35¢ 
3 cents 61,100 312,000 791,500 100,000 I 1264, 600 
4 cents 2,141,500 4,158,700 3,795,350 31343,300 438,950 
5 cents 6,258,400 9,073,660 9,553,400 7,014,280 Ponca 
6 cents 1,700 1,000 54,000 1,000 57,700 
10 cents 3,582,310 5,243,850 5,933,240 4,417,120 19,176,520 
15 cents 256,040 540,750 414,520 419,520 1,630,860 
30 cents 89,710 115,030 130,900 97,410 433,050 
go cents 59710 12,480 8,450 8,810 35,450 
Whole number of stamps 1,746,985,520. Value $33,774,156.00 


S 
1 cent 7 
2 cents 325,2 


Ww 
o 
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4 cents 3,C 
5 cen 5,4 
6 cent I 
1o cent 455 
1s cent 
30 cent 
9 cent 
\\ 
VV 
“st : 
rE CC I st 
2 « 455, 
3 cenl 35 
+ cent S 
5 cent 12, 
6 cer 


Note.—lIt is the 
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As an assistance to this end he requests philate 
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of the Baltimore and Brattleboro stamps and of Carriers of types C4, C28, C29 and C30 

(58th edition of the Standard Catalogue) in order that illustrations of as many types as_possi- 

ble may be secured. The loan of stamps of the current issue on blued paper is also request- j 
ed. For which favors thanks are tendered in advance. ' 


( Zo be continued.) 


CHANGE OF TRANS-MIS 


) 
WY 
WA) 
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Uv 
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From Zhe Weekly Philatelic Era), 


Post OrricE DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THIRD Ass’t P. M. Gen’ 
WASHINGTON, D. C., May 
The Bureau of Engraving and Printing having found it impracticable 
furnish satisfactorily or in the time desired supplies of the several denomin 
tions of Trans-Mississippi stamps in two colors, or with black centres and 
colored borders, as was first intended, and as is announced in the curent 


10, 150¢ 


May—number of the Postal Guide, the Department is constrained to is 
each of the denominations of these stamps in a single color. This chang 
has necessitated several other changes ; so that the description of the st 


as given in the May Guide must be ignored. The following descriptio1 
now the correct one: 

The Trans- Mississippi stamps differ materially in size from the ordir 
series, the engraved space being about seven-eighths of an inch wide 
about one and three-eighths long The designs are also radically unlil 
of the ordinary stamps—consisting of a border (substantially the sam: 
the denominations, except that the figures and letters representing values aré 
different), and a central scene indicative in some way of the dev elopment 
the great region beyond the Mississippi River. The scenes and the borders 
are all printed from lined engravings on steel, executed by the Bure 
Engraving and Printing of the Treasury Department. 

The border, which forms in its inner line an irregular oval framework 
each of the scenes represented, consists of a fluted figure on either side, w 
interior cross-bars, beginning in a single line near the bottom of the st 
and enlarging until it reaches a shield in each of the upper corners, whe1 
is engraved in white the Arabic numeral of denomination—the dollar mar 
being also included in the case of the one and two dollar stamps. At the toy 
connecting the two shields, and united to the fluted framework on th 
sides, is a curved tablet, on which are engraved in small white capitals th 
words ‘‘ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.” Above this, on either side, are head 
of wheat, and between these a small scroll. Immediately below the cent 
scene is the title of the picture in diminutive white Gothic letters on a curved 
tablet, and below this on either side, in scrolls, are the words of value 
“‘rwo,” and so on, in white capitals, except in the case of the two hi 
denominations, when “$1.0co "and ‘‘$2.00” are substituted for letter 
Above each of these is a projecting ear of corn, and at the bottom of all or 
a straight black tablet are the words “‘ PoSTAGE ONE CENT,” “ POSTAGE T" 
CENTS,” and so on, in white capitals, 

The scenes represented on the stamps, together with the colors of tl 
several denominations, are these : 

One Cent. ‘“* Marquette on the Mississippi,” from a painting by Lamp- 
recht, now in possession of the Marquette College of Milwaukee Wis, 
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representing Father Marquette in a boat on the Upper Mississippi, preaching 
to the Indians. Color, dark green 

Two Cent. “ Farming in the West,” from a photograph, representing 
a western grainfield with a long row of plows at work. Color, copper red. 

Four Cent. “Indian Hunting Buffalo,” reproduction of an engraving 
in Schoolcraft’s History of the Indian Tribes. Color, orange 

Five Cent. “Fremont on Rocky Mountains,” modified from a wood 
engraving, representing the Pathfinder planting the U. S., flag on the highest 
peak of the Rocky Mountains. Color, dark blue. 

E1GHT CENT. “Troops Guarding Train,” representing a detachment 
of U. S. soldiers convoying an emigrant train across the 
drawing by Frederic Remington, permission to use which was kindly giver 
by the publisher, R. H. Russell of New York. Color, dark lilac. 


rairies, trom 


Ten Cent. “ Hardships of Emigration,” from a painting kindly loaned 
by the artist, A. G. Heaton, representing an emigrant and his family on the 
plains in a “ prairie schooner,” one of the horses having fallen from exhaus- 


tion. Color, slate 

Firty Cent. “ Western Mining Prospector,” from a drawing by 
h has been kindly given by the 
publisher, R. H. Russell of New York), representing a prospector with his 


pack-mules in the mountains, searching for gold. Color, olive. 


Frederic Remington (permission to use whic 


OnE DoLitar. “ Western Cattle in Storm,” representing a heard of 
cattle, preceded by the leader, seeking safety from a gathering storm, repro- 


duced from a large steel engraving after a picture by J]. MacWhirter—the 
engraving having been kindly loaned by Mrs. C. B. Johnson. Color, light 
brown. 

Two Do.Ltat “Mississippi River Bridge,’’ from an engraving—a 


representation of the great bridge over the Mississippi at St Louis. Color, 
pphire blue 


Sap] 

No Trans- Mississippi postal cards or stamped envelopes will be issued 

Although this series of stamps will be discontinued on the 31st of 
December, 1898, they will be good for postage at any tin fterwards 

Joun A. M I 
Third Assistant Postmaster-Genera 
Tre My LINDE “an 
f SP atlas’ \ VISTI IN * | mm <« Le 

The Minister of the Interior has ordered that the f wing postage 
stamps, envelopes, p' stal cards, etc., commemorative of the Ey sicion 
Centro Americana,’’ be sold iblic auction ; 

AGE STA 
) } 
82,376 69,423 teats 
112,870 (I-12) I( 78,35¢ 25¢ 
215,942 2 81,053 50 
237,100 6 92,573 100 
630,070 ToC 97,145 2006 
69,040 I 2¢ 975515 ro0Cc 
1,339 15 
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ENVELOPES 


72,162 2¢ 87,066 
44,098 6c 93,561 
POS \ | CAI x 
66,689 i 93,585 Interio: 
88,923 Interior service  3¢ 92,386 Foreign 
85,436 Foreign © 3 95,743 Special deli 
APPER 
941420 oc 951385 


Proposals for the above may be sent the Postmaster Gener 
I ; 
July 31st next, and must be sealed and bear the following inscripti 
**LICITACION DE SIGNOS y St 
Secretaria de For 
Guatemala, April 25, 1898. 





OE, F. BEARD. 

We have heard with deep regret of the death of Mr. Joe F. Be 
occurred on Friday, May 6th, after an operation for appendicitis 

Mr. Beard had been prominently before the notice of philateli 
number of years as the secretary and confidential adviser in all 
ters of Dr. S. C. Stein, of Muscatine, Iowa, the owner of one th 
collections in the United States. Mr. Beard has also been secretary 
American Philatelic Association for two years past, and by his geni 
ner had endeared himself to all who knew him, 





NOTES. 


We illustrate herewith the stamps for Turkish Offices 
and also the Unpaid letter stamps of Chili, chronicled in our last 1 





SH 2 i? Si ee 


3RAZIL.—According to LZ’ Ami des Timbres the State of Parana 


a separate postal service. We copy the following from our contemporary 
PARANA.—This State is to have a special postal administration, accord 


ing to the following document published in the official bulletin : 
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Administratration of His |] }] Perel santos Andrade, 
Governor of the State 


Law No. 27 f January 7tl 





The Leg Ltly C oT I th otat f Para decree nd | 
sanction the following law 
Art. I An admunistratio1 the P Office is creat 


2 | . es t the ( ent! d n, + f whic < + 
Coritiba, and wl } d in the ng art t I [ n 
ch locality itot I I \ I er 
n g nt + ‘ + ted t »Y y nt 1 by ( ° vv] 
lali collec tr Tt s now I 
Fiscal agents who sha form the tunct post gent } € 
rcentag ) tl ot mps, which rcentags > f vy t 
(,overnment nd th gents nted in iocalities wher ther no ns 
; ] llect }; ] h] ‘ 
fice shall « ct, in addition to the rates fixed in t t é percentage 
| 
1 , 
this sale whic] never | ess thal on cent 
i rnment is authorized t <pend at once, r th 
stallati ( l ] th may necessary 
t of what rdered |} 


; ‘ , 
{ ernment thorized to arrange with t road 
yr the transportatior t n s well to ve embodied the « 
tracts of the stages which 1 sidies from the State an obligation on 
the part of the contractors t rform tl rvi nd t e1 rriers 
where it may be ne sary 
Art. 5. To defray t 3 resulting it law, there created 
1 postage stamp impost w W be « cted in confor with tl ble 
under the letter B 
Art. 6. To carry out tl receding article, the Government is authorized 
to is tam] *- which y deem ad lopting tl 
corresponding forms and nd for that ! y no ling 
1] , nden¢ Croat ‘ rit } the 
5 es ldr d to t ler tho- 
\ t trom the yment of t 1 stam] 
n w nd the nec 





5 rary arrangement re h I ni 1 
b d and applied by the Secretary Stat yr 
ll r¢ nd Industry 

f 4 (; rnment the Stat Das T 


Law by which the Dire ernor of the State has sanctioned 
decree of the | islati . ess, cre 





State and promul 
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Sealed and published, Department of Finance, Commerce and Industry, 
January 8th, 1898. 
The Director, 
(Signed) ALFREDO BoOTTEN 


+ . . . 
ve vv wf : wf 


It is said that the stock of 1 and 2 bolivianos of the current 
Bolivia has been exhausted, and that no further supplies in the old d 
will be printed. It is probable that the other values of the s 
gradually disappear and be replaced by an entirely new issue 


ve wf 


We illustrate the British Honduras 1 cent postal card chrot ed 


last month. 
c 


wv 


It is reported that all obsolete issues of New South Wale 
clared no longer available for postage on July 1st of this year, the intervening 
period being allowed for the exchange of such specimens as may 


the hands of the public for stamps in current use. 


One of our correspondents in Canada writes us as follows in 
the new issue of stamps as well as of the new tc envelope: 

** I saw yesterday the proof of the new Canadian stamps. The frame 
slightly changed and the value in figures is at the bottom on each side of the 
stamp, in place of the maple leaves. 

* To-day I was shown the proof of the new 1c envelope. The frame 
it is the same as of the 3c one, but the head is altogether different, and | 
would not be surprised if the 3c envelope were changed before long.’ 


GUATEMALA, Mr. George F. Stein has shown us a peculiar error whic] 
occurred in 1895 in surcharging the 5c violet with the new value, 1 centavo, 
and which appears to have escaped the eagle eye of collectors until the 
present. On a certain number of sheets the fourth row of stamps from the 
left shows the date 1894, instead of 1895, the type in the entire row being 
uniform. It seems that only a small number can have been surcharged with 
this error, as we have looked through a stock of a hundred full sheets which 
we had on hand without finding a single one containing the error ref 


’ 4 e4, a4 4% 

Mr. W. J. Gardner calls our attention to an increase in the size of the 
Chinese surcharge on the Hongkong 20 on 30 cents green. The character 
was originally 2mm. in height, this was afterwards enlarged to 2%mm, and 
has now been further increased to 3mm 


The Australian Philatelist states that the 6d value of the present issue 
of New South Wales is to be changed from red to green, on account of the 
similarity in color to the current 1d stamp. 
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We read in the Australian Phiiatelist that the 2d of the present issue 
of West Australia is to be changed of orange yellow 





NEGRI SEM \N.—The Deutsche Briefmar Zeit een the 


2¢ nd 8c \ € r tne « r t set, which. alt io} nt ed , 
have only st | n 1s 1 
Ca ( H Ve have just re 
called new 2 penny brow p, and find that it is oe i 
former Colo! ed ng scarcely worthy 
er / t been inform t ( 1 ficial 
de 1 1) 1 
be or n b sure I d I se S 10 Cé! nve 
55> o at 12% 
oo at Is 
5.000 at > 


UNITED STATES.— ///a/ Facts and Fallacies has S vn two 
local stamps on the original letters whi re entirely nev , rnia 


City Letter Ex ress, Our ty] 84 and 84 


green, type L84 


green, type Lé 


BELGIUM,—A 15 cent value of the curre f t 
stamps has appeared. It the same « e! t 

Postai pa t sta? 

Perforated 15 %x14 

Watermarked Coat \ in sheet. 

. } } 


15¢ pray and | ick 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA.—The dearth of penny 


continue in this colony and the latest provisional production wa .ad \ 


using impressions from the die used for stamping checks and lding the 
words ‘‘ Internal’ and ‘‘Postage,”’ surrounding the wl I 
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Adhesive stamp. 


Prov isional Issue 





INTERNAL 


























Imperforate 
1p vermilion, dark ultramarine frame and inscriptions 
CONGO.—New stamps of the values of 3fr soc and rof! e made 
their appearance, and correspond in general with the character of design 
adopted in 1895. The illustrations presented herewith will make detailed 
description unnecessary. 





Adhesive stamps. 














gy GEx FRANCE 





Perforated. 
fr soc red and black 


w 


ome 
5 
fr yellow-green and black 


. 
i 


Oo 


ECUADOR.— 7%e Philatelic Monthly and World has seen some other 
values of the present issue of revenue stamps used for postag 
Revenue stamps used | OF postage. 
Perforated. 
1c on 5c pale blue, black sur 
2c Carmine 
1c on 20c dark blue, red surcharge 





} 


narge 


EGYPT.—Accofding to Z’ Echo de la Timbrologie a special unpaid letter 
stamp has been made for use on letters received from the soldiers 1 
Soudanese army, the charge being reduced for their special benefit. The 2 
piastre stamps has been surcharged with Arabic characters and “ 3 millimes 
for the purpose, the surcharge running diagonally from left to right 

Unpaid letter stamp. 

Provisional issue. 

Perforated 14. 
3m on 2 pia orange 
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ERITRBA.—The 
ces the latest 10 centimes stam] 
Adhesive 


Ve lerland. ch T1 asthrift voor Postzegelkur 4 innoun- 


sSamp 








Perforated I4, 
roc Carmine, ck surcharg 
GUATEMALA.—Sta! Gibbons, L’d., ( to 
the tac hat t e are tw a t ttings ti I 15904 
The differen« consists In t spacil f t] d I 4 \ set- 
ting measures 12mm. whe n the second it measures 14mm 
HAYTI In « r May mber W cn nie d the rance « ro 
isional 2c stamp, the 20c orange being surcharged with the new I 
now appears that before the new color was brought into 1 lisition for sur- 
charging purposes, the remaining stock of the 2oc brow1 hich had just 
been withdrawn, was surcharged in the sam y 
As the new issue, als nnounced in our May number, is soon to be 
placed in use, the 20c orange, which has had only short life, ought t be- 
come a rare stamp, as the largest part of the stock was, no doubt, surcharged 
for use as a 2C¢, 
There are numerous slight errors of impression similar to those which 
have occurred in the previous surcharged issues of Hayt 
Adhesive stamp 
Provisional iss 
Perforated 13% 
2c On 20c brown, red ri ree 


HONG KONG.—The new Sr stamp on thet )6c \ vy appe 


d, but the col l ead lg 

Mr. W, J]. Gardner nt ( ( new r( t 10% 

nN 30C gray gr V e that t is only at rar nd 
_ teas P , a ‘ 
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Watermarked Crown and C.A. 
Perforated 14. 
10C ON 30C gray green 


HUNGARY.—Some of the stamps of the current issue are appearing 
new shades, the variation in several instances being striking and in otl 
but slight. It also appears that in the later printings the groundwork 
much more lightly impressed than in the earlier printings, so that the 
which appears to be tinted in the earlier impressions, now 
We contrast the colors as follows : 


Earlier Issue. Last Printing 
12kr yellow brown and greet 12kr brown and green 
24kr violet and rose 24kr brown violet and 
30kr yellow green and brow: 3okr gray green and brow! 
50kr rose and yellow sokr red and orang 


LIBERIA.—The ///ustriertes Briefmarken- Journal has received th« 
registration envelope in red 

Registration envelope. 

Size, 220x100omm. 
roc red 


MAURITIUS.—The Jubilee stamp which we illustrated in « 
number was issued for use on April 15. A few days before this, th 
stock of 6c postal cards, both single and reply, were surcharged for 
2c cards. In using the reply cards, however, the card was torn in half 
half being used to make a single surcharged card. On the reply 
word “rReEpLy” is barred as well as the inscription “ UNIO? 
UNIVERSELLE,”’ 

Adhesive stamp. 

Jubilee issue. 

Watermarked Crown and CA sideways. 

Perforated 14. 
36c yellow-brown, value in blue 

Postal cards. 

Provisional issue. 
2c on 6c lilac, black surchar 
2c on 6c lilac, first half of reply card, black surcha 
2c on 6c lilac second half of 


MBEXICO.—The 1, 2 and 15 centawo stamps have now a red 
the watermark Eagle and R. M 


Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated. 
Watermarked Eagle and R. M, 
1c dark green 
2c Carmine 
15c blue green 





AMERTI( 
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MONTENEGRO. —Mr. Otto Bickel informs us that the values originally 
issued in 1874 appeared on May rst in new colors, 

Adhesive stamps 

2n blue green ron red violet 

3n Carmine 1sn brown violet 
5n red browr 25sn dark blue 
7n gray brown 

NEW ZBALAND.—It appears that in printing first s y of the 
2¥2d stamp of the new issue, an error was made in the spelling of th ume 
of the lake represented in the picture, which is properly called Wakatipu, 
whereas on the stamp it appeared as “ Wakitipu. At the same tin the 
authorities, in making the correction, have made son t tions 1 
the design, the words E AND REVENUE,” whi st | ing 
were placed below New Zealand, being now at the botton d 
the name of the mountain, Mount Earnslaw, which was originally tl 
bottom at left, has now been eliminated entirely We d t k how 
large a supply of the uncorrected type was printed, but no doubt it was not 
a very large one, and the stamp should become a desirable one. 

It would also appear that the earliest printing was sent out New 
Zealand, and that the London office received the second lot. This conclusion 
is drawn from the fact that the shades are decidedly different in son f the 
values. Inthe 5dthe New Zealand issue is red brown, whereas in the 
London issue it is violet brown. In the 6d the former is yellow green and 
the latter gray green, while in the od the former is red violet and the latter 
violet 

To our chronicle of | nth we have, therefore, to add t ollowing 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 

2p blue—error, “I Wakitipu ” and inscripti Me \ 
5P red brow1 

6] yel ow green 

gp red vioiet 

ORANGE FREE STATE.—We have received Mr. A. 1 eyel 
two entirely new cards, both of the same general di nd | y card 
They measure 89 by 140m1 


P is 


stal car 


/ A rt’ 
%x Vp green, T3 
1xtp brown, T 


> 


, 


@ 








| 
} 
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PORTUGAL.—The unpaid letter stamps which should have appeared at 
the same time as the postage stamps of the Vasco da Gama issue have nov f 
been placed on the market. They are all of one design, which is reproduced 
herewith 


Unpaid letter stamps. 


oo er a ee 
CED PON Caso Yel OE 
Paes ae BY ae ; 





Perforated 


5r black sor slate 
ror red lilac 100r Carmine on pink 
2or orange zoor brown on buf 


QUBENSLAND.—Z' Echo dela Timbrologie has received the 6d sta 


the same type as the 2d value in current use, viz., with figures 
the four corners. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Crown and 

Perforated 11%. 
6p yellow green 

RHODBESIA.—The re-engraved stamps, which were to have appeared a 
long time ago, have now been issued in all values from 34d to 8d, and we 
presume that other values will follow before long. Our illustration will 
render a description of the difference between the two types unnecessar 


Adhesive stamps. 





Perforated. 
%p slate and violet 
1p vermilion and gray green 
2p yellow brown and lilac rose 
3p red brown and blue 
4p ultramarine and red violet 
6p violet and salmon 


rs 


8p dark green and violet on buff 
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SPAIN.—Ze Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste has reé 


stamp of the type of t 1896 issue in a new color, viz., b 


} 


t 


Oficial 
Perf rate ] 
7 
i 


ST. LUCIA.—A 2 pet 1e, of the current de 


A Thestz lamp. 

Watermarked Crow ICA 

Perforated 14 
2p ultramari lue in orar henwn 

Johore.—/ ( r Timbres- 4 rec \ 
of the curre: t w ‘ Lit of tl : Mate 

Adj lamps 

Waterert rked \ 

Perf rot } 14 
10C gree! a r Q 3 1 ; 
25C greer d 


URUGUAY.— |! idditio1 he 
Metropolitan Philatelist has 1 ived tl 


5! b ¢ d | Ck 

IOC Car I 

rc | \ rg 
§C I CR 

1oc Carl k ( ved 


WURTEMBERG I Deut + bri 


United States, Carrier stamps, Baltimore, horseman, 1c red, wu d 


; 
very slig vy clipped at top, rood « j ~ c 
i rt I 5 y ‘ 7 
ae 5 : ; 
— — New York, 3c green, glazed paper, used, ! 
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— — — 3c blue, glazed paper, wide margins, used, 


— — Philadelphia, U. S. P. O., prepaid 1c., Despatch, with small eagle 
on top, red on buff, entire envelope, used, exceedingly 
rare. 

——— — — larger type, without eagle on top, red on white, entire 
envelope, used, very fine, 

— — Louisville, Wharton’s U. S. P. O., blue green, unused fine, 


— Postmasters’ stamps, Baltimore, Buchanan envelope, entire, 5c blue 

on buff, slight tear in upper right corner, used, 

— — Providence, entire sheet showing eleven varieties of the sc and 

one of the rec, unused, very fine, 

— — St. Louis, 5c, die 2, re-altered, plate 3, on pelure paper, slight 
tear at bottom, but no part of the stamp gone, very neatly 
mended, cancelled with the letters “pa” in red, 

— — 10¢, die 1, on gray lilac paper, with large margins all around, 
margin on top nearly 4mm., unused, 

— 1847, 10c on bluish, unsevered pair from the upper right hand cor- 

ner of the sheet, immense margins on two sides, used, 

— 1860, goc unused, fine, 

— — goc, used, perforations added on one side, so that it 

fine appearance, 

— 1861, August issue, 3c red brown, unused, original gum, very fine, 


has a very 


— — August issue, 24c violet, small piece lost from the upper right 
corner, used, 

— 1867, 2c, grilled 12x14, unused, original gum, 

— — 2¢, grill 12x14, unused block of 4, original gum, very fine 

— 1869, 24c, unused, well centered, fine, 

— — 30c, unused, splendid color, 

— —reprint,3o0c, unused, splendid color, 

— — reprint goc, unused, very fine, 

— 1875, re-issue. 7c, hard paper, unused, fine, 

— — re-issue, hard paper, 24c, unused, fine, 

— Justice, goc, unused, very fine, nearly all of the original gum, 

— Revenue, $200, U.S. I. R., brick red and green, perf., very fine 

— — Second issue, $500, 

— — 1875, 50c on green paper, used, 

— — 1878, 5c, rouletted, fine, 

— Confederate, Mobile, 2c black, almost imperceptible damage, un- 
used, 

— — Nashville, 5c brown, used on part of original envelope, 

— — Petersburg, 5c red, used, very fine, 

Afghanistan, 1875, 4%r black, unused, 

Austria, newspaper stamp, 1851, 6kr yellow, unused, 

Barbados, 1873, 5sh, unused, original gum, 

Bolivia, 1867, soc light blue, used, wide margins, fine. 

British Bechuanaland, %d_ black, surcharged in both black and red, 
unused, 

British Guiana, 1850, circular stamp, 8c green, cut to shape, used, 

Hanover, 1859, 1og green, used, wide margins, splendid postmark, 
very fine, 

Mauritius, 1848, 1d red on bluish, first state of the plate, showing 
both the diagonal and vertical lines very clearly, very 
fine used copy, ; 

Switzerland, Basle, 2%4r, unused, 
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Twenty-fifth meeting of the Board of Governors held at the 


' PHEAILATELY. 


CLU 


B. 


May g, 1898, President Wm. Thorne in the chair. 


Called to order at 8.20 Pp. M., Messrs. 
Stebbins and the Secretary being present. 


Minutes of preceding meeting were read and a 
ac knowl 


The Secretary was directed to 
bound volumes of the Post Office and Mets 
their respective publishers 


Bruner, Caln 


pproved. 
edge with thanks the gifts of 
} ) y 
litan Philatelist, received from 


The Treasurer’s report, showing balance in bank of $401.80, was ther 
received. 
Upon motion, duly ( ded and carried, the n Mc( S. King 
was dropped from the rolls non-payment of house « 
Report of Chairmar House Committee was duly rece ( 
The matter of book binding was referred to the Chairman I rary 
Committee with power. 
The Entertainment Committee reported progress 
Adjourned at 8.4>s 
J. M. AN Secrctar 
+ . rr | 7! ~ eyy 
F] AL HILAFELICA IEFY 
1874 , porated 18 
> F I a at ( lectors ( ' 1 Fourth Ave P.M 
nt. 1 D t IH 
; At i M.C. 1 
Ea S Na K 
rer, Max MEVENBI n, J I VICK 
111 West 84th S iW 
{A J 
‘.{M.C.I P )y R. B ' 
y (7. W. Gr 
( W. I G : {¢ LD 
a ie nbership- F. E. P. Ly 
iw.s.s {J.S.R 
April 12, 1898 
The 344th reg r meeting the National Philatelical Society and o7th 
of the Corporation was called to order at 8.36 p. M. by the President. 
Present: Messrs. Andrei Berlepsch, Doane, Eberhardt, Friedman, 


H¢ mb 





George, Gregory, rger, Krassa, Perrin, 





Ri h. Tutt C. Williams 


\ isitors: 


Messrs. G. J. Luhn, of Charleston, S. C., Jas. F. Duhomel, of Washington. 
Minutes of previous n ting approved is read 
Stamps of Columbian Republic were wt \ nks extended 
to Messrs. Andreini, Bogert a1 d Greg Ty 


1; 


Adjourned 9 40 


Li 


meeting 


The 345th regular 
of the Corporation was called to 


of the Nation 


1898 
al Philatelical Society and 98th 


1 
} 


y the President, 
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Present : Messrs. Andreini, Berlepsch, Friedman, George, Homburge 
Luff, Lynde and Perrin. , 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as read. 

The application of Mr. John Klemann to active membership was read 
and referred to the Membership Committee. 

The latest bound volume of the Post Office was received from its publish- 
ers Messrs. J. C. Morgenthau & Co., and accepted with thanks, and the Secre- 
tary notified to acknowledge same with thanks. 

The bill of the Vertrauliches Correspondenz Blatt for 1897 was received 
It was moved, seconded and carried that the bill be paid, if it was not already 
and also that the subscription for the same be discontinued. 

The Stamps of Argentine Republic were shown and a vote of thanks 
was extended to Messrs. Andreini and George for exhibiting their collections. 

LIONEL M. Hompurcer, Secretary. 

Adjourned 9.06 P. ; 

The 346th regular meeting of the N. P. S., and the ggth of the Corpora- 
ation was called to order at 8.30 Pp. M. by the President. 

Members present: Bogert, Bruner, Berlepsch, George, Luff, Perrin, 
Tuttle and Williams. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed with. 

The Committee on counterfeiters reported progress. : 

Mr. Luff exhibited one volume of his collection of reprints, beginnir 
Angola and ending at Heligoland, which was greatly admired. 

Mr. Andreini exhibited his collection of France. A vote 
given to Mr. Luff and Mr. Andreini. 

Meeting adjourned at 9.50 P, M 


O. H. WitiiamMs, S 


The 347th regular meeting of the National Philatelical Society and root] 
of the Corporation was called to order at 8.50 p. M. by the President. 

Present : Messrs. Andreini, Berlepsch, George, Homburger, P 
S. Scott, Tuttle, Williams and Meyenberg. 

The untimely death of our member, Mr. Joe. F. Beard wa 
and the President appointed a Committee to draft soli 
ported as follows : 

WHEREAS we have heard with regret of the death Mr 
a member of this Society 

Be it resolved that the Society hereby records its regret 
has sustained and 

Be it further resolved that the Secretary be instructed to convey 
sympathies of the members to the family of the deceased 

The resignation of the Secretary, Mr. L. M. Homburger, was accep 
with regrets, and Mr. W. S. Scott was unanimously elected to fill the 1 
expired term. 

Mr. Wm. v. d. Wettern was dropped from membership for non-payment 
of dues. 

Upon motion of the Treasurer, duly seconded, it was agreed that action 
upon all delinquents should be taken at the next meeting, June 14th. It is 
to be hoped that this informal notice will suffice to induce all the members in 
arrears to make good their obligations to the Society, and thus spare the 
Society the unpleasant task of dropping their names from the roll. 

Meeting adjourned at 9.37 P. M. 

L. M. HomBurGer, Secretary, 


— 
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